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Maricopa County Issues Carbon Monoxide (CO)
High Air Pollution Advisory #2

Maricopa County Environmental Services Department has issued a carbon monoxide (CO) High Air Pollution
Advisory that will be in effect from 10:00 a.m. Thursday, December 16, 1999, to 10 a.m. Friday, December 17,
1999, for the entire Phoenix Metropolitan area.

Maricopa County’s carbon monoxide monitor today recorded 79 on the Pollution Standard Index (PSI) for the
eight hour average, or 7.0 parts per million, at the West Phoenix site, 39th Avenue and Earll Drive. The
temperature inversion has strengthened over the past few days, which has lead to increased levels of carbon
monoxide. The National Weather Service is anticipating little or no air movement, thus setting up conditions
where CO levels could increase overnight.

Today’s CO High Air Pollution Advisory is a preventive measure to help avert air pollution from reaching
unhealthy levels. Predicting CO concentrations is not an exact science. The Maricopa County Environmental
Services Department uses best judgment when declaring a CO High Air Pollution Advisory.

Health Effects: CO is a tasteless, odorless, colorless gas that interferes with the body’s ability to use oxygen,
even when there are no physical symptoms. CO comes from tailpipes but also comes from fireplaces and
woodstoves. Those who have heart and/or respiratory health problems should minimize activity and take
precautions.

Tips: During a CO High Air Pollution Advisory, Maricopa County is encouraging residents to make the following
choices to help reduce CO pollution.
• Eliminate all unnecessary driving and/or combine trips.
• Ride the bus or carpool.
• Do not use your fireplace or woodstove, unless it is an EPA-approved fireplace or woodstove.
• Keep your car tuned.

For more information on CO High Air Pollution Advisories, call the Maricopa County Air Quality Update Line at
602-506-6400 or the Clean Air Hotline at 1-800-CLEAN-UP, or go to the Environmental Services Department’s
Small Business website at www.maricopa.gov/sbeap.
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